
Trinity 12 

My dear Friends,  

Perhaps you may remember the story of two shipwrecked sailors who found themselves adrift in an open 
boat on the high seas. The situation was looking very grave. Tom said to Jack "Do we think we should say a 
prayer?" Jack replied "I don't know any prayers."  

After a while Jack said to Tom "Shall we sing a hymn?" Tom replied "I don't know any hymns." Then Jack had 
a brainwave "I know we will take a collection!"  At least they were able to do the only churchy thing they 
could remember, which is something that we have not been able to do in the last five months.  

Among the many tragic and life changing consequences of the Covid 19 crisis has been the financial impact 
which we are told has introduced the worst recession in history for us. My thoughts and prayers are with 
those of you who have lost your jobs or livelihoods and are wondering how you will be able to meet the 
expenses of daily life. This situation will not change quickly it seems. Our churches and parishes are of course 
not immune to these circumstances. We have all taken a hit as income from collections has massively 
reduced, we have had no Church fees for weddings and funerals and free offerings from occasional visitors. 
We have been prevented from our usual busy round of fundraising events like fetes, bazaars and coffee 
mornings. A huge difference has come as we have lost income from hall and community room lettings as well 
as concerts and social events.  

I am enormously grateful to everyone in the parishes who have however continued to give by standing order, 
direct debit or other remote means. This has ensured that we are still receiving some essential income. This 
is important as we have to pay our parish share, necessary maintenance and standing charges. As we 
cautiously reopen our churches we will have the costs of heat and light which will increase as the Autumn 
comes on. If you have not been able to give recently and would like to send your giving by cheque or other 
means do contact our Treasurers who so carefully manage our finances. If you able to Gift Aid as well this is 
of great benefit.  

Some of you will remember well the words of the Prayer Book Holy Eucharist, "All things come from thee, 
And of thine own do we give thee."  

They remind us that everything we have is a gift from God and that it should be our natural response to 
contribute in a generous and sacrificial way to the needs of the Church here on earth as it seeks to do our 
Lord's work. Thank you very much to all who give and will continue to do so at this challenging time for us 
all. 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


